A NOTE ON THE “ PLI DE PASSAGE INFERIEUR 
INTERNE” IN THE HUMAN BRAIN. 

By F. X. DERCUM, M. D., 

Instructor In Nervous Diseases, University of Pennsylvania, Neurologist to Philadelphia 

Hospital. 

I N an examination of thirty-three negro brains A. J. 

Parker 1 discovered two instances in which no conflu¬ 
ence occurred between the parieto-occipital and the calca¬ 
rine fissure. That is, they were cases in which the inferior 
internal pli de passage 2 had developed fully up to the gen¬ 
eral level of the brain. Up to this time the development of 
this convolution had been unknown in the human brain, 
though its existence in the apes is constant with the ex¬ 
ception of Hylobates and Ateles. In the white brain 
it has since been found, though developed in a very 
imperfect degree by Dr. Charles K. Mills, 5 in the brain of 
Joseph Taylor, exhibited by him in his presidential address 
in 1886. Benedikt has also demonstrated the brain of a 
criminal in which the calcarine was separated from the 
parieto-occipital, and he describes a similar condition as 
occurring in a Chinese brain. Unfortunately, however, the 
accompanying drawing depicts exactly the normal condi¬ 
tion, i. e., the confluence of the two fissures. 

It recently occurred to me to search for this convolution 
among idiot brains, and accordingly I availed myself of Dr. 
Wilmarth’s kind invitation to examine his collection of 
idiot brains at the Institution for Feeble Minded Children 
at Elwyn, Pa. Here, out of seventy-five brains I found four 
instances. Two of these existed in opposite hemispheres 

1 Proceedings. Acad. Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, 1878. Cerebral Convolu¬ 
tions of the Negro Brain, p. II, and Simian Characters in Negro Brains, p. 339. 
2 Gratiolet. Gyrus cunai of Ecker. 

3 Arrested and Aberrant Development of Fissures and Gyris in the Brains of 
Paranoiacs, Criminals, Idiots and Negroes, Etc., by Chas. K. Mills, Journal 01 
Nervous and Mental Disease, 1886, Nos. 9 and 10. 
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of the same brain. In every instance the convolution was 
large and well developed. 

In addition it was twice found (in the same brain) barely 
submerged. 

All of these brains in which the convolution occurred 
were those of white low grade idiots. 

The accompanying sketches represent the condition 
found. 



